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1. The Locarno Treaties. 


On October 16th, there were initialled at Locarno after a 
conference of Foreign Ministers lasting some ten days, a set of 
treaties which are collectively contained in a Western and Eastern 
Pact. 

The Western Pact consists of three treaties: (a) a Treaty of 
Mutual Guarantee concerning Belgium, France and Germany, Great 
Britein and Italy, and (b) treaties of arbitration between Germany 
and France, and Germany and Eelgium. By the treaty of 

“¥Yutual Guarantee, France and Belgium on the one hand and Germany 

on the other agree to reccgnise and guarantee their common frontier 
and the demilitarizeé zone created by Articles 42 - 44 of the 
Treaty of Versailles cn either sics of the Rhine. Furthermore 
they agree not to resort to war except in the event of a breach of 
this agreement as their duties as members of the League of Nations 
may dictate. This agreement is guaranteed by Great Britain and 
Italy, who promise to come immediately to the assistance of the 
party attached in the event of unprovoked aggression. 

Having thus definitely agrescd te "settle by peaceful means.... 
all questions of every kind which may arise between them", there 
followthe special arrangements, further esaborated in the arbitrat. 
ion treaties, ty which disputes arising between France and Germany, 
, and Belgium and Germany may be settled. Briefly they are thee. 
All justiciatle disputes come before an Arbitration Tribunal, whose 
decision is final and binding. Disputes which are not justiciable 
must be submitted to a Conciliation Commission ( composed of one 
member each of the nationality of the disputants, and three others 
of neutral nationality of whom one shall be the president). The 
decisions of this Commission are not binding, but on the rejection 
by one of the parties of the Commission's recomuendations, the 
final decision lies with the Council of the League of Nations acting 
under Article XV ofthe Covenant. 

It will be seen at once that this arrangement provides equally 
against any future Ruhr occupations or support of Rhineland Separat- 
ist movements on the part of France, as against any attempt by 
Germany to recover the provinces of Alsace Lorraine. 

The Eastern Pact coasists of similar arbitration treaties 
between Germany and Poland and Germany and Czechoslovakia; the 
provisions of these treaties are guaranteed to Poland and Czecho- 
slovakia by France. Tnous Germany agrees not to attenpt the recti- 
fication of her Eastern frontier by armed force, cxcent in the case 
wnich arises in oaragraoh 7, Articla XV of the Coven::nt. Sere war 
iz admittedly nossitle in the event of members of the Coyncil ( other 
than the narties to the dispute) failing to inake a unanimous report 
on the question at issue. Snouid tlis occasion arise, however, 
Germany would find herself faced with a Franco-Polish or a Franco- 
Czechoslovak alliance. 
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Conversely, it would seem that, since the Franco-Polish 
and Franco-Czechoslovak treaties are reciprocal, both Poland and 
Czechoslovakia are nledged to come to the support of France in 
the event of a breach of the Locarno Treaties by Germany. 

Before any of these agreements (which, under present arrange- 
ments, will be officially signed in London on December lst) can 
come into force, Ger:iany must enter the League of Nations, and this 
alone is sufficient to justify the work of the Locarno Conference. 


NOTE. ‘“e regret that in the last issue of the Sulletin of Inter- 
national News, which appeared before the text of the Locarno treaties 
was available, we stated that "Greet Britain......does not stand 
committed to armed intervention except on her own recoxenition that 
it is required." If read in the light of Article 4 of the Treaty 
of Mutual Guarantee, this statement, though consistent with state- 
ments made in the press at the time, is inaccurate and we therefore 
take this opportunity of correcting it. 

Ry Article 4 of the Treaty of Mutual Guarantee, Great Britain 
is bound to come immediately to the assistance of the power attached 
as soon as the Council of the Lecgue of Nations has decided that a 
breach of Article 2 (with regard to the guarantee of the Franco- 
Belgo-Germen frontier and the Rhine zone) has occurred. fFurther- 
more, under the same article, Great Britain is also bound to go 
to the assistance of the pover who has svrfrered an act of flagrant 
aggression as soon as she is satisfied that such axsggression has 
taken place, and this before the “eague intervenes. In no way, 
except through her nresent commitment under the League Covenant, 
cen Great Britain be drawn into a dispute between Jrance and Germany 
arising from the former's reciprocal agreements with Poland and 
Czechoslovakia in guaranteeing the Eastern Pact. 





2. Cabinet Crises Abroad. 


The past fortnight has provided a further example of the 
extraordinary volatility of French epee = ae Caillaux, hailed 
not six months ago as the only possible r of his country, 
is now execrated and cast out, while M. Briand, to ali annearances 
carried home on his shield from Cannes in 1922, returns from 
Locarno with redoubled energy and prestige. 

The French Cabinet crisis which has brought about the fall 
of the Painlevé Ministry is chiefly tue to financial difficulties, 
and the fall of the franc to 116 to the él. M. Caillaux gave 
consideratle offence to many of his Socialist sunporters by his 
attack at the Nice Conference on tue idea of a capital levy, and to 
other of his frinnds by his apparent inability to »nrevent the 
collapse of the franc. Moreovey he has done nothing to restore 
to the Bank of France the »vrestige woics it lost under li. Herriot, 
and his nroposals for a forced conversion loan did not weet with 
his colleagues approwal. 

; (Continued on page 1k) 
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II. NOTES & NEWS. 





‘orocco. 
Tne winter has set in on the Moroccan front and the struggle 
has again become practically one of diplomacy. Though little 
official news is available, it can be said that Abd-el-Krim, despite 
his recent successes against the French, and the fact that he has 
succeeded in driving an army of 160,000 men into winter quarters, 
is endeavouring to make the best bargain he can with France and 
Snaine Though it is certain that such terms will not be so advan- 
tageous as those offered after the Madrid Conferonce in August, the 
French and Spanish commanders are not unwilling to negotiate. They 
have dealt the Riffs a smashigg blow, but they cannot be certain 
that they have brought the war to a successful conclusion. In 
view of her Syrian complication, France would like to be free to 
act without carrying on an expensive guerilla warfare in lLiorocco. 
It is likely, therefore, that sume form of peace discussion will 
arise out of these tentative negotiations. 


Syria e 
The recent extraordinary events in Damascus have sealed the 


fate of General Sarrail. On October 17th, a band of rebel Druses 
rushed the outer suburbs of Damascus and persuaded the inhabitants 

to rise in revolt. A considerable riot followed, in which it is 
estimated that some 100 French and Americans were killed. This 
followed upon a narade by the French through the 3treets of Damascus 
of the corpses of revels, many of whom were Damascenes. The French 
retaliated by bombarding the city for 4@ hours with guns and aircraft 
and much damage was done. Although French women and cnildren were 
removed from the danger zone, the custoriry warning wos not given 

to the European quarter before the bomorcinent comnenced. The 
Consular body in Damascus, acting turougn their doyen, the German 
Consul, aidressed a protest agains: tis omuission to the high 
Commissioner, and the United States Daoartment of State has requested 
the French Government to ensure the protection of American lives 

and property. 

This development in Syrian avfairs has served to intensify the 
feeling in Paris against General Sarrail, more especially as the 
only direct news of the reyo’s care from British newspapers. 

Complete silence has been mainvained by the High Comrissioner. It 
is probable that, in the evens o* his recall, Marsnal Weygand will 
return to his former post in Syvia. 

The Syrian affair has played its vart in the cabinet crisis 
én Paris, where it has influenced iin Herriot's decision not to 
join the new Painleve !inistry. General Sarrail, one of tne few 
Socialist generals in the Srench army, was ‘i. iJJerriot's nominee for 
his present position. 


(Continued on page 11) 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBFR 17TH. 
“In Poland the issue of the Locarno Conference is welcomed as a 
triumh for 3Sritish pacific diplomacy. In Moscow there is much 
denvression at the success of the Conference. 

A movement is reported fron China to establish a Government at 
Nanking or Hankow in opposition to the Peking Government, one of the 
motives of which appears to be to wreck the Tariff Conference. 

A vrovisicnal agreement was concluded between Czechoslovakia 


and Bulgaria on the basis of most-favoured-nation treatment 


uGMAY, OCTOBER 1STH. 

The text or the Treaty of Ifutual Guarantee between Germany, 
Relgium, France, Great Britain and Italy was published. Article 
10 stipulates that the Treaty will not come into force until Germany 
enters the League. 

The German Cabinet met to consider the resuits of the Locarno 
Conference ani to near the reports of Herr Luther and Herr Stresemann. 
Chekiang troons in China advanced aszainst Nanking, which is 

held by Chang Tso-lin's forces and is expected to fall. 

Mr. Austen Chamberlain and 7’. Briand arrived in Paris from 
Locarno. 

Tchic-:ierin arrived in Wiesbaden from Berlin. 

Owing to better weather, there was a resumption of military 
activity in “orocuo. The desultory bombardment of Tetuan by the Rifi 
continues. 

he Druses are renorted to be convoking a general assembly cf 
their cleans to discuss the question of submitting to the 3rench. 





TUSSDAY, OCTOSER 20TH. 
lr. Austen Chamberlain returned to London. 

In Germany tHe publication of the texts of the agree uents reachec 
at Locarno created more satisfaction at the results of the Conference. 
The German Cabinet apvroved the rovorts of Herr wuther and Herr 
Stresemann on the Conference. 

Sivil war on a large scale aynpears to ve imminent in China, and 
the prospects are not hopeful for the Chinese Tariff Conferenco. 
Nanking surrendered to Sun Chuan-fang. 

Drus e rebels entered the outskirts of Damascus and were subjectec 
jo bem ertcent by french artillery from heishts of Saliiuiyeh, 
cousins niuscers of casualties. Tlie nrincivals concerned surrendered 
i. a renresentative of the ‘lish Commnissicner. 

Siptserintions to the french 4, 501i conversion loan were closed: 

ing to tie postnoneuient of a settlement of the s#renca devt %~o ture 
uni te States, tue yield of the ioan is disappointing, and is not 
peted to exceed six milliards of fr. nes (£60,000,000). 




















WRONESDAY, OCTOBER 215T. 

The Premiers of the Federal States of Germany heard the report 
of Herr Luther and Herr Stresemann on the Locarno Conference. 

News of the Damascus revolt causéd indignation in Paris, where 
muck of tne trouble is attributed to the appointment of General 
Sarrail as igh Commissioner. 

As a result of a frontier quarrel between Greek and Bulgarian 
troons, the Greek Government sent an ultimatum to Sulgaria demanding 
an indemnity of 2,000,000 francs, an apology, and punisimient of those 
concerned. : 

Severe fighting took place on the horoccan front, entailing many 
Frencli losses. Abd-el-Krim is preparing for a winter campaign 
against the french and Spanish. 

Feng Yu-hsiang, the "Christian General" in China, offered to 
place is troops at tue disposal of Chang Tsoslin, whose forces 
are retresting north towards their base at Tientsin. 





TYURSDAY, OCTOBER 22ND. 

A vsrench reverse is reported from Syria, where 400 French 
Alsericn troops were taken prisoner in the Deraa district. Railway 
comiunications were cut between Deraa and Damascus. 

The conditions imposed by the French as a penalty for the revolt 
in Damescus are (1) a fine of ££.40,000, (2) the delivery of 50,000 
rifles and (3) 15 years martial law. 

A Greek Note to Bulgaria with regard to the frontier incident 
was delivered to the Bulgarian Chargé d'Affaires in Athens. 

Count Volpi, who heads the Italian debt mission to the United 
States, left Rome for Naples on his way to Washington. 

France is reported to ve prenaring new proposals for the funding 
of her debt to the United States. 

Civiz war in China anpears increasingly imainent, though the 
armies of Chang Tso-lin and Wu Pei-fu are as yet some distance from 
exch other. Fengtien troops in Shantung are being mobilised. 





FRIDAY, OCTORER 23RD. 

At a meeting of the German Nationalist Party, a resolution was 
passed declaring the Locarno agreements inacceptaole. 

ifre Austen Chamberlain received renresentatives of the Dominions 
at the Foreign Office and explained to them various points of te 
Locarno Treaty. 

Greek troops invaded Bulgaria and occupied tiie town of Petritch. 
Tne Bulgarian Government annealed to the Lea:.ue of Mations and a 
snecicl meetin; of the Ceuncil is to be surmiucned, wich Vr. Austen 
Chamberlzin will attend. Tne Secretary-General of tie Lea.ue invited 
both Greece ans Sulvaria to withdrew their troons ts their resoective 
territotics. 

Tie Gerian Note on @isar-s cent wa delivered to tie Conierence 
of Anrassadors in Paris, 

French troops in “Yorocco estavlisned a liaison between Litan and 
the Jevsel ifessaud, west of Taunat. 
e 




















SATURDAZ.__OCTORED 2AZH. 

Three Nationaliss Ministers resigned from the Geran Cadinct 
aa a result ‘of the Nationalist Party's declaration that the Pact 
wog unacceptaple to tnem. The Ministers are Herr Schiele, herr 
von Schlieben and Herr Neuhaus. 

Owin:s to tne attitude of his ovnonents in the French Government, 
the vosition of **. Caillaux became critical and a rejection of lis 
vians for Tinencial reform is almost certain at the next Cabinet 
me eting ° 

Greck troops are still in possession of Bulgarian territory 
extending from Petritch towards Nevrokop. 

General Gamelin was recalled from the Jebel Druse to take 
command in the Demascus districy. 

The Polish del ocation which is negotiating a commercial treaty 
with Germany returned to Yarcan for fresh instructions. 





MONDAY, OCTOBER 26TH. 

At a meeting of the German Cabinet, it was decided to carry 
on the Government in spite of the resisnation of the three Nationalist 
Ministers, whose posts were temporarily taken over boy other Hinisters. 
This decision was largely owing to the covernnent s determination to 
stand by the Locarno agree:ients. 

A meeting of the French Cabinet was held, at which the situation 
arising from 7f. Cailluax's financial proposals wis discussed. The 
france reached 121.75. 

The Chinese Tariff Conference opened in Peking; unexnected 
proposals were put forward by the Chinese. 

An extraordinary meeting of the Lea.ue of Nations Council was 
held at the Guai d'Orsay to consider Bulgaria's appeal against the 
invasion of her territory by Greece. The Council ordered that its 
request for Greek and Bulgarian troops to cease hostilities and 
retire to their respective territories should be carried out within 
60 hours. Lire. Austen Chamberlain, ili. Hynmnins and Signor Scialoja 
were ali present st the meeting. 

The extraordinary session of the Permanent Court of Internationa: 
Justice opened at the Hague to examine the question of tre Turco-Irac 
frontier. Sir Douglas Mogg, Sir Cecil Hurst and Yr. Fachiri repres- 
ented Grest fritain. 








TURSDAY, CCTOBER 27TH. 

The French Government resigned. 

Two french regiments left <iorocco for syria, where the situaticn 
Since tne ee inent of Danascus by the French gives riso to anxiety 
‘omen and wiliren of the Eurovean nonulation left Damascus. 

aveck ond Sulscerisa delesztes explained the Demirkanu frontier 
incigent to the Council of tie Lenszue of Jatisnse 

Tz.e Permanent Court rcawned its sitting on te “‘osul case. 
Turkish representatives were absent. 

In China Chang Tsaoelin's troons are saoving fro “iancuria to 
Shantungs, where a force of 106,000 is being concentr:ted. 
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The Internationel Juducial Commission appointed to inquire 
into the Shanghai riot of fay 30th was adjourned sine die. 

The Council of Ambassadors met in Paris to consider the German 
Note on dis3srnanent. The redistribution of Allied forces after the 
evacuation of Cologne. was discussed. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26TH. 

YW. Painleve was again requested by NM. Doumergue, the French 
President, to form a Government. 

A Bulgarian attack on Greek troops between Petritcn and Ramna 
is reported, 283 the latter were prevaring to withdraw from Bulgarian 
territory. A meeting of the League Council was held to heer 
what action had been taken by the Greek and Bulgarian Governmenta 
with regard to the withdrawal of troops to their respective territ- 
ories. 

3,000 French troops arrived in Damascus from tne Jebel Druse. 
Considerable loss of life was caused among the Damascenes during the 
French bombardment of the city, 1,200 being a conservative estimate. 
Destruction of proverty on both sides continues. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 207i. 

M. Painievé formed his new Cabinet, which, apart from the 
omission of **. Caillaux,differs only slightly from its predecessor. 
The list of its members was submitted to the President. 

The French Government received a wire from General Sarrail 
denying the report that an orijer nad been issued for the withdrawal 
of women and children from Damascus. Order is said to be maintained 
in the city. 

Greek forces withdrew from Bulgaria, and the League of Nations 
appointed a Commission to investigate the Demirkapu incident. (See 
Notes and News). 

The Ri;:i:.t Hom. Edward Wood, If.P. Ninister of Agriculture, was 
appointed Viceroy of India in succeszion to Lord Reding, wio retires 
in Avril. 








FRIDAY, OCTCBER SOTH. 

At a meeting of the Prench Cabinet, it was decided to recall 
General Sarrail, the High Cormmissicner in Syria. General Duport is 
temporarily to take over iie ctfice. 

The Council of the Leayuc of Nations held its final meeting on 
the GrecoeBulgarian disrute, anc tock note of the fact that Greek 
troops had cor:pleted their witrsrawsl from Bulgarian territory within 
tne time stipulated by the Couricil. Mr. Austen Chamberlain retvrned 
to Paris. 

Satisfactory progress is revcorted on all important points with 
Tesard to German disarnavent and only ustters of detail remain to te 
settled. finnl arranges:.ents nave been reeaci:ed with Krunns. 

French rlans for ttic winter in orecco include the witl:¢-rivel of 
larse numters cf troops to s'ez, Rabat ond other towns. Tre Spanish 
are preparing an expedition to canture tne Rifi guns which have for 
some time bombarded Tetuan. 
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IV. BOOK REVIEWS. 





th e Reduction of Arm mamnents"” by J.W. Wheeler-Bennett.Jr. 
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This book appears at a particularly opnortune moment. The 
increasing number of British people who are genuinely interested in 
foreign affairs have their minds full of the Locarno Pact end its 
consequences. They will have noticed the stress that is laid in 
the Preamble to the Pact upon the nsed for hastening on a general 
limitation of armaments. Never perhaps in all the history of 
treaties have the desires and hopes of governments about a future 
nolicy been nore emphatically zxpressed than here, wien the signat 
ories say that "they undertake to give tneir sincere co-operation to 
the work relating to disarmament already undertaken ty the League of 
Nations and to seek the realization thereof in a general ayreement." 

The svirit is moving on the face of the waters. Europe is at 
last within sight of ths beginnings of a better security than the 
sort which srrings from exhaustion, and begins to take a practical 
interest in disarmament. ‘re Wheeler-Bennett's book is the ideal 
hand-book for everyone who wishes to think, write, or speak ona 
subject which will certainly be much discussed in the near future. 
It gives a clear account of the various schemes which have already 
been put forward for reducing armaments. It shows how far these 
schemes have advanced the knowledge and experience of the subject, 
and makes clear tiie reasons why none of them have yet quite fitted 
the actual conditions. It wrovides full texts, ful] refcrences. 
and an excellent ehronology. Tne took is dedicated by permission to 
Lord Cecil, whose name is associated in everyone's mind with the 
Draft Tr eaty of “utual Assiatence, which was one of the most imvnortant 
efforts to solve the di sarmasne nt pro 16.4 There is also a short 
introduction by Major-General Sir Neil Malcolm, K.C.3., D.S.0. wi:ose 
knowledge of his subject is enriched by his exveriencec as head of 
the Allied itilitary Commission off Control in Germany imuediately 
after the war. 

Not the least valuable nartis of the book are the bibliography, 
and some useful taviles of statistics of comnarative military strengths 
of different States. 


BH.C.D. 
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Ve LEAGUE OF NATIONS NOTES. 





The Council of the League of Nations met in Paris on October 
26th in extraordinary session to deal with the Greco-Bulgearian 
dispute arising out of a frontier incident which occurred on 
October 19th. The Council at once called upon the two Governments 
to cease hostilities and to withdraw their troops behind their 
national frontiers within 60 hours. On October 29th, a proposal 
by Mr. Austen Chamberlain was unanimously adopted to the effect 
that a Commission of Enquiry should be set up, presided over by 
Sir Horace Rumbold, British Ambassador at Madrid, and composed of 
one French and one Italian military officer, and two civilians, 
one Swedish and one Dutch. The Commigsion is to meet at Geneva 
on November 9th and proceed from there as promptly as possible to 
Demirkapu, the scene of the incident in question. 


The October session of the Permanent Health Committee of 
the League adopted its pogramme for the coming year. The cancer 
and tuberculosis investigations are to continue, and the malaria 
camvaigns in Europe, Syria and Palestine are to be extended. 
Sleeping sickness is to be studied in ite place of origin, Africa. 
An interchange of public health officers has been planned to take 
place round the shores of the Mediterranean and in North-West 
Africa. There is to be an increase in the Health Commission's 
work outside Europe, particularly in Latin-America. Allthe 
South American States have expressed a desire to get into closer 
touch with the League's health work, and to take a greater part 
in its activities. Brazil is setting up a special office, connected 
with its public nealth service, to maintain contact with the 
League. ; 

The princinal business before the present meeting of the 
“Yandates Commission is the nearing: of the governnental reports 
on Class "A" Mandates. Great Britain has given an account of 
her administration of Palestine, but France has asked that ner 
report on Syria should be postponed in view of the present trouble 
in that country. The Commission has therefore decided to hold a 
special session early in the New Year to consider a statement on 
conditions in Syria generally, which the French Government has been 
asked to submit. 

The Permanent Court of International Justice is now sitting 
at the Hague to give its advisory opinion on the three points 
connected with the Mosul disnute, which have been referred to it 
by the League Council. The Attorney-General, Sir Dauxzlas Hogg, 
is appearin,;; for Great Britain. T;.e Turkia™” Gcovernnent i:as not seny 
& renresentativea. 


(By the courtesy of tne League of J.tions 
Union.) 
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Cabinet Crisew Abroad ( continued). 

The reconstructed Painlevé Cabinet which took office on October 
29th, and in which the Prime Binister has himself taken over the 
department of Finance, does not include ki. Herriot. This is partly 
dus to the recent events in Syria, and tne consequent emphatic 
agitation for General Sarrail's recall. As we point out elsewhere 
in thes Bulletin, the High Commissioner in Syria was appointed by 
“ie Herriot. But apart from this, the former Prime Minister has 
promised nis support to the new Government. A new departure is 
the creation of a Ministry of tne Budget, and to this somewhat 
thorny position M. Bonnet, formerly ~- UnderegSecretary to the Prime 
Minister's Department, has been anpointed. 

The retention of *. Briand as Minister for Foreign Affairs 
ensures the continuity, as far as Frence is concerned, of the 
present Locarno policy, but tuere does not appear to be the same 
degree of certainty in Germany. On October 26th, Herr Schiele, 
Minister of the Interior, Herr von Schlieben, Minister of vinance, 
and Herr Neuhaus, Minister of Esoonomic Affairs, resigned their 
portfolios, following on a decision by the Nationalist Party in 
the Reichstag that the Locarno treaties were unacceptable to the 
Party. The main objection is that the Pact emphasises and stereo- 
types the Treaty of Versailles and that its acceptance would be 
tantamount to a reiterated admission of Germany's war guilt. Dr. 
Luther has closeé the gaps in his Cabinet by handing over the vacant 
Ministries to the direction of other members of the Cabinet, and 
thus averted an immediate fall. “ie hopes to be able to remain in 
power by this means until the Reichstag meets and authorizes the 
signature of the Pact. 

This is not altogether feasible, since it means that should such 
an authorization be obtained, it would be done in direct opposition 
to the largest single party in the Reichstag. Reorganization of 
the Cabinet seems essential, and this may be done by shifting its 
basis further to the Left and counting on an alliance with the 
Socialists. Such a union will probably only be possible by the 
abandonment of the present internal policy, which was a concession 
demanded by true Nationalists as the price of their support of the 
Dawes Plan. 

Though it is cartain that the majority of the German people 
endorse Herr Stresemann's foreign policy and the Locarno treaties, and 
that a majority for their signature could be obtained in the Reichstag, 
the opposition of the Natiemalists, which is certainly greater than 
was originally expected, may precipitate a general election, which in 
its turn mev cause a postponement of the date for final signature, 
now fixei for December lst. 


Notes & News ( Continued) 





tan and “Moroccan Carnmaizns. 

In a stzxtement made to tue Finance Cormittee of the Ciaiber on 
Octoter 22nd, ii. Painleve said that the cost of the French occupation 
in Syria had been 197,000,000 francs from July ist, 1924 to July lst, 
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1925, and 106,000,000 from that date to the present time. From 
Juay lst to October lst, 1925, the losses had been 585 killed. 

As to Morocco, the cost of the campaign to date had been 
950,000,000 francs (about £8,700,000). The number of trevps 
engaged was estimated at 160,000 and the losses 2,176 killed and 
8,297 wounded; of the killed, 632 were Frenchmen. 


China. 
On October 23rd, it was declared that fourtecn provinccs were 


in revolt against the Central Government of Peking, the movement 

being headed by General Wu-Pei-Pu. The object of the new revolution 
is to set up at Nanking a government claiming constitutional continuit 
ty in contrast to the Peking Goverment, which exists as a result of 
the -Christian General Feng's coup “'etat twelve months ago. The 


- Nanking Government will definiteiy z<j7uciate the decisiom <f the 


International Tariff Conference w lich vupened on October 26th. The 
old rivalry between Marshal Chang ‘sc-lin and Wu Pei-Fu seems destined 
to plunge China once more into civil war. The balance is held by 
General Feng, who has not as yet declared himself as supporting either 


party ° 


Tariff Conference at Peking. 
At the first session of the Conference on October 26th, the 


Chinese delegate presented five proposals for discussion: 

1. <All tariff barriers in existing treaties to be broken down 
as regards the participating Powers. 

2. China to abolish likin simultaneously with the coming int 0 
force of her National Tariff Law on January ist, 1929. 

3. Before this date an interim tax of 5%on ordinary goods, 30% 
on wine and tobacco and 20% on other luxuries to be levied. 

4. The collection of surtaxes to begin three months from the 
date of the signature of the agreement. 

5. All provisions relative to tne above proposals to be carried 
into effect from the date of signature. 


sibstapiaiet Debts. 
e Italian Debt Funding Commission, neaied by Count Volpi, 
Minister of Finance, lcft Rome for America on October 22nd. The 


Italian debt amounts to some 3.,247,'3%,050 (£329,599,410). 

An agreement for funding the ~s5tiaian debt to the United States 
on e@ basis of 913,339,000 (£2,756,909) was signed at Washington on 
October 28th. Payment is to exvend over a period of 62 years with 
interest at 3% until 1932 and 334 in the following years. 


Note. Noe2 of tie Information Series published by the Association 
for Internatisnal Understanding is now out. t is entitled "Inform- 
ation on tire Reduction of Araanents" vy J.W. Wheeler-Benneti, Junr., 
Hon. Secretary of the Assucintion, and is subiished by Allen é& Unwin, 
price 10/6 net. Copies mey ve ovtained from all booksellers, from 
the publishers, or direct from the oftices of tne Association, The 
first number of the Information Series "Information on the Permancnt 
Court of Internaticnal Justice" (price 1/3) appeared in December, 1924. 





